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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/9/2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 17-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as based on a 
disclosure which is not enabling. "A computer readable medium" is critical or essential 
to the practice of the invention, but not included in the claim(s) is not enabled by the 
disclosure. See In re Mayhew, 527 F.2d 1229, 188 USPQ 356 (CCPA 1976). Examiner 
fails to see support in applicant's specification that clearly states what a computer 
readable medium entails. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 

Takahashi (US Pat# 2002/0137529). 

Regarding claim 1 , Takahashi's image transfer system teaches a storage to store 
a plurality of images (Sections 0030, 0055-0058); a reception unit 110 and 112 (Fig. 3, 
Sections 0036 and 0051 ) configured to receive plural image acquisition requests per 
second S507-S515 (Figs. 5 and 6 and Section 0077, it receives multiple image 
requests at once which can be timed at a second) within a predetermined time S508, 
S512 and S513 (Figs. 5 and 6), the requests being transmitted from another wireless 
communication apparatus in accordance with a camera control protocol for exchanging 
information relating to images (Sections 0051-0062); a selection unit S516 or S516A 
(Fig. 6) configured to select, in response to the image acquisition requests S507-515 
(Figs. 5 and 6), one of the plurality of images stored in the storage (Sections 0030, 
0055-0058) and to output information relating to the one of the plurality of images until 
the predetermined time elapses S512, S513, and S518 (Fig. 6); and a transmission 
unit 1 1 0 and 1 1 2 (Fig. 3, Sections 0036 and 0051 ) configured to transmit at least one 
response to the another wireless communication apparatus 300 (Fig. 4) in accordance 
with the camera control protocol, where information relating to the one of the plurality of 
images that is selected by the selection unit is contained in the response S517 and 
S518 (Fig. 6 and Sections 0051-0063), wherein when the reception unit has received a 
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first image acquisition request S510 (Fig. 6, picture of thumbnail) and a second image 
acquisition request S51 0 (Fig. 6, picture of another thumbnail) in a predetermined time 
which is shorter than at least one second (Sections 0058-0059, "transmits a thumbnail 
image request" and "In one mode, multiple thumbnail image", the user sends a request 
for multiple images [first acquisition and second acquisition] at the same time which is 
shorter than one second) after receiving the first image acquisition request, the 
selection unit selects an identical image S514 (Fig. 6, same as thumbnail picture 
requested) that is identical to an image selected responding to the first image 
acquisition request, the identical image being selected responding to the second image 
acquisition request S514 (Fig. 6, same as the other thumbnail requested), and outputs 
information relating to the identical image, and the transmission unit transmits a 
response containing the information (Sections 0058-0059, transmitting the multiple 
images onto the user's image display) relating to the identical image, in response to the 
second image acquisition request. 

Regarding claim 2, Takahashi teaches wherein the selection unit selects the one 
of the plurality of images randomly (Sections 0051-0063). 

Regarding claim 3, Takahashi teaches wherein the information relating to the one 
of the plurality of images that is selected by the selection unit comprises one of 
information on image contents, information on processed image contents and 
information on image attributes (Sections 0051-0063). 

Regarding claim 4, Takahashi teaches wherein the transmission unit transmits a 
set of responses to the another wireless communication apparatus 300 (Fig. 4) in 
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response to a series of continuous image acquisition requests S507, S509, S510, 
S51 1 (Figs. 5 and 6) from the another wireless communication apparatus, the set of 
responses containing identical information relating to the one of the plurality of images 
that is selected by the selection unit (Sections 0051-0063). 

Regarding claim 5, Takahashi teaches a timer S508, S512, S513, S516, and 
S518 (Figs. 5 and 6) which starts when a first one of the series of continuous image 
acquisition requests is received, and wherein the transmission unit continues to 
transmit the set of responses unless the timer times out END (Fig. 7, Sections 0051 - 
0063). 

Regarding claim 6, Takahashi teaches a measurement unit configured to 
compare a first time with a second time to measure a time difference, the first time 
being a time at which the reception unit has received a first image acquisition request 
S510 and S514 (Fig. 6, thumbnail), and the second time being a time at which the 
reception unit has received a second image acquisition request following the first 
image acquisition request S517 (Fig. 6, picture of thumbnail), and wherein the selection 
unit is configured to select another image, when the time difference is not more than a 
threshold S518(Fig.6). 

Regarding claim 7, Takahashi teaches a first determination unit S508 (Fig. 5) 
configured to determine whether or not the one of the plurality of image acquisition 
requests identification information on an image S507 (Fig. 5); and a second 
determination unit S516 or S516A (Fig. 6) configured to determine whether or not the 
image has already been selected by the selection unit S517 (Fig. 6), and wherein if the 



Application/Control Number: 10/807,321 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2618 

second determination unit determines that the image has already been selected by the 
selection unit, the transmission unit transmits the corresponding identification 
information on the image instead of currently selecting another image and transmitting 
a current identification information on the image (Sections 0051-0063). 

Regarding claim 8, Takahashi teaches a timer S508, S512, or S513 (Figs. 5 and 
6) which starts when the image acquisition request, requesting the identification 
information on the image, is received, and wherein the transmission unit continues to 
transmit the corresponding identification information on the image unless the timer 
times out END (Fig. 7, Sections 0051-0063). 

Regarding claim 9, method claim 9 is rejected for the same reason as apparatus 
claim 1 since the recited elements would perform the claimed steps. 

Regarding claim 10, method claim 10 is rejected for the same reason as 
apparatus claim 2 since the recited elements would perform the claimed steps. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , method claim 1 1 is rejected for the same reason as 
apparatus claim 3 since the recited elements would perform the claimed steps. 

Regarding claim 12, method claim 12 is rejected for the same reason as 
apparatus claim 4 since the recited elements would perform the claimed steps. 

Regarding claim 13, method claim 13 is rejected for the same reason as 
apparatus claim 5 since the recited elements would perform the claimed steps. 

Regarding claim 14, method claim 14 is rejected for the same reason as 
apparatus claim 6 since the recited elements would perform the claimed steps. 
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Regarding claim 15, method claim 15 is rejected for the same reason as 
apparatus claim 7 since the recited elements would perform the claimed steps. 

Regarding claim 16, method claim 16 is rejected for the same reason as 
apparatus claim 8 since the recited elements would perform the claimed steps. 

Regarding claim 17, computer readable medium claim 17 is rejected for the 
same reason as apparatus claim 1 since the recited elements would perform the 
claimed steps. 

Regarding claim 18, computer readable medium claim 18 is rejected for the 
same reason as apparatus claim 2 since the recited elements would perform the 
claimed steps. 

Regarding claim 19, computer readable medium claim 19 is rejected for the 
same reason as apparatus claim 3 since the recited elements would perform the 
claimed steps. 

Regarding claim 20, computer readable medium claim 20 is rejected for the 
same reason as apparatus claim 4 since the recited elements would perform the 
claimed steps. 

Regarding claim 21 , computer readable medium claim 21 is rejected for the 
same reason as apparatus claim 5 since the recited elements would perform the 
claimed steps. 

Regarding claim 22, computer readable medium claim 22 is rejected for the 
same reason as apparatus claim 6 since the recited elements would perform the 
claimed steps. 



Application/Control Number: 10/807,321 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2618 

Regarding claim 23, computer readable medium claim 23 is rejected for the 
same reason as apparatus claim 7 since the recited elements would perform the 
claimed steps. 

Regarding claim 24, computer readable medium claim 24 is rejected for the 
same reason as apparatus claim 8 since the recited elements would perform the 
claimed steps. 



Response to Arguments 



Applicant's Remarks 


Examiner's Response 


"In view of this further clarification proceed 
in the independent claims, it is believed 
that the outstanding ground for rejection 
has been overcome and that Claims 1-24 
are in condition for allowance." 


Examiner thinks by adding "to receive 
Tseparate or individuall Dlural imaqe 
acquisition requests per second" would 
better overcome the Takahashi reference. 
Right now sending in a request of multiple 
images at once as taught by Takahashi 
still reads on the claims. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANDREW WENDELL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-0557. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on 571-272-7882. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Andrew Wendell/ /Nay A. Maung/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2618 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2618 



12/3/2008 



